
New European Bauhaus 

     Boost for Small Municipalities 
 

GUIDE TO APPLICANTS 
 

1. THE NEW EUROPEAN BAUHAUS 
 

The New European Bauhaus (NEB) is an EU policy and funding initiative under the 
European Green Deal that fosters sustainable solutions for transforming the built 
environment and lifestyles under the green transition. It is looking for solutions that are 
not only sustainable, but also inclusive and beautiful, while respecting the diversity of 
places, traditions, and cultures in Europe and beyond 

By creating bridges between different backgrounds, cutting across disciplines and 
building on participation at all levels, the New European Bauhaus inspires a movement 
to facilitate and steer the transformation of our societies according to three inseparable 
values: 

• sustainability, from climate goals, to circularity, zero pollution, and biodiversity 

• inclusion, from valuing diversity, to securing accessibility and affordability 

• aesthetics and quality of experience for people, through design, and cultural 
benefits 

New European Bauhaus solutions embody these values in actions that combine local, 
European and global dimensions and harness the potential of participatory and 
transdisciplinary approaches. The involvement of local stakeholders in co-creating 
NEB projects is at the heart of the New European Bauhaus initiative. 

2. THE BOOST FOR SMALL MUNICIPALITIES 

With the support of the European Parliament1, the EU is launching a special initiative to 
empower small municipalities by awarding 20 prizes. This initiative aims to recognize 
the value of community-based projects that are aligned with the New European Bauhaus 

 
1 European Parliament Pilot Project "Stimulating Local and Regional New European Bauhaus Grassroots 
Projects” 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en


(NEB) values (sustainable, inclusive, beautiful) and working principles (participatory 
process, multi-level engagement, transdisciplinary approach). These projects should 
focus on the built environment—such as the construction, renovation, and adaptation 
of buildings and public spaces—through the lenses of circularity, carbon neutrality, 
cultural heritage preservation, affordable housing solutions, and regeneration of rural or 
urban spaces. 
 
The aim of the Boost for Small Municipalities is to provide the support they need to 
overcome financial barriers and further develop projects that are inclusive, sustainable 
and beautiful. These prizes will not only highlight outstanding projects that embody 
NEB’s core values of sustainability, inclusivity, and beauty, but also bring visibility 
and provide recognition to the small municipalities behind them.  
 
Eligible projects should have achieved a sufficient level of maturity and demonstrate 
an emerging participatory approach. Applicants should emphasize the steps 
undertaken to  actively involve citizens, end-users and key stakeholders in the decision-
making process in a meaningful manner. If the project is already completed, applicants 
are encouraged to apply under Strand A of the New European Bauhaus Prizes 2025 
competition. 
 
The winners will be selected from a shortlist of 30 highest-rated applications, representing 
a diverse range of geographical and socio-economic realities across the EU. The 20 
winners of the Boost for Small Municipalities will be proposed by an external expert jury. 
For more information, please see the information under ‘Selection process’ below. 

The selected projects will receive a monetary prize of EUR 30,000. In addition, each 
winner will benefit from a communication package provided by the European Commission 
(e.g., promotion in the European Commission’s social media and websites, assistance to 
produce a short video and support in promoting the projects). 

3. HOW TO APPLY 

The New European Bauhaus Boost for Small Municipalities will run in parallel to the New 
European Bauhaus Prizes 2025 competition. Applications should be submitted through 
the dedicated New European Bauhaus Prizes platform and should be described in detail 
in the relevant application form. You are invited to follow the platform for more information 
and further updates, and you can send your questions to the functional mailbox that you 
will find indicated on the platform. 



The application period will start on (14 January 2025 and end on 14 February 2025 at 
19:00 CET2.) 

The application should detail how the project reflects and translates the New European 
Bauhaus values and working principles. It should also include elements reflecting the 
eligibility and award criteria (see below). 

Each application can be submitted only once. Applications can be modified and updated 
while they are in draft state. Please do not wait until the final deadline to submit your 
application to avoid last minute problems, such as page loading delays that may occur 
around the closing date of submissions. Only applications that are submitted by the official 
deadline will be considered by the Evaluation Committee.  

For further reference, applicants are invited to consult the NEB compass ￼which outlines 
the different values and principles of the NEB and establishes different ambition levels. 

4. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
 
All applicants must meet the following criteria: 

1. All applications must be submitted by a public authority representing a Local 
Administrative Unit (LAU) 3 within an EU Member State listed in Annex 14. To 
be eligible, these authorities must meet at least one of the following criteria:  

a. Classified by Eurostat's degree of urbanisation (DEGURBA code 2 or 3), 
meaning they are recognised as a town, suburb, or rural area. 

b. Have a population of less than 20,000 inhabitants. 
2. Applicants must possess full legal authority to operate within their jurisdiction. They 

must be capable of implementing the project independently, without needing 
additional licenses from other authorities. 

3. Applicants may apply as a formal or informal association or grouping of the local 
public authorities listed in Annex 1. However, only one public authority should be 
designated as the main applicant5. All associated authorities must be clearly 
identified, listing their respective LAU codes and population figures. While all public 

 
2 During the applications period, the European Commission may issue a decision to extend the deadline 
for applications. A decision on extension is communicated on the website of the New European Bauhaus 
Prizes. 
3 The definition of Local Administrative Units (LAU) and degree of urbanisation (DEGURBA) are available 
here:  

• Local Administrative Units (LAU) - NUTS - Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics - Eurostat 
(europa.eu)  

• Glossary: Degree of urbanisation - Statistics Explained (europa.eu)  
 
4 The list is based on the latest Correspondence Table available on the Eurostat website. 
5 The applicant's Member State could play a key role in the final selection of finalists and winners to ensure 
balanced geographical representation. 

https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/document/download/405245f4-6859-4090-b145-1db88f91596d_en?filename=NEB_Compass_V_4.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/local-administrative-units
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Degree_of_urbanisation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/345175/501971/EU-27-LAU-2023-NUTS-2021.xlsx/40820469-1dad-6ec5-2318-46ea2993a1cf?t=1708527769154


authorities must fulfil the criteria described in point 1, the combined population of 
the entire grouping or association may exceed the threshold of 20,000 inhabitants.  

4. Special rules apply for certain entities (e.g. entities subject to EU restricted 
measures under Article 29 of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU) and Article 
215 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU)16 and entities covered by 
Commission Guidelines No 2013/C 205/057). Such entities are not eligible to 
participate in any capacity. 

5. The applicant should not be in one or more of the exclusion situations foreseen 
under Article 136 of the Financial Regulation8. 

6. The applicant will assume sole liability in the event of a claim relating to the 
activities carried out in the framework of the contest. 

7. The name of the legal representative must be indicated. 

In addition, all applications must meet the following criteria: 

1. The application must be submitted via the New European Bauhaus Prizes online 
platform no later than (14 February 2025, 19:00.00 CET9).  

2. Applications must be submitted in English. 

3. Double funding is strictly prohibited. Projects, that have received a monetary EU 
prize are ineligible for this competition. However, projects that have previously 
received public funding, including from the EU, (e.g. a grant) are eligible, as long 
as they have not won a monetary EU prize. 

4. Applicants may submit more than one application, but each must represent a 
different project. Submitting the same application twice is not permitted. 
Multiple submissions of the same project will be considered ineligible. 

5. The application must consist of a fully completed form found on the dedicated 
platform, with all mandatory fields filled in. Each applicant is also required to sign 
the accompanying Privacy Statement. 

6. Applications must explain how the project integrates and promotes the New 
European Bauhaus values and working principles, and how it will improve the 
quality of life for people and communities in the long term. 

 
6 Please note that the EU Official Journal contains the official list and, in case of conflict, its content prevails 
over that of the EU Sanctions Map 
7 Commission guidelines No 2013/C 205/05 on the eligibility of Israeli entities and their activities in the 
territories occupied by Israel since June 1967 for grants, prizes and financial instruments funded by the EU 
from 2014 onwards (OJEU C 205 of 19.07.2013, pp. 9-11). 
8 Article 136, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046&from=en  
9 During the applications period, the European Commission may issue a decision to extend the deadline 
for applications. A decision on extension is communicated on the website of the New European Bauhaus 
Prizes. 

https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/#/main
https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/#/main
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2013:205:FULL:EN:PDF
https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/#/main
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2013:205:FULL:EN:PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046&from=en


7. Each application must be related to a specific location or region, with a clear target 
group and defined objectives. It should explain how the project addresses the 
specific challenges faced by the location or region. 

8. Projects that cannot be replicated in other contexts are not eligible. Replicability 
means that the project can be implemented or adapted in a different location from 
where it originated. 

9. All projects must be based in the EU and aim to have a positive impact on the built 
environment. Applicants are encouraged to focus on the following themes: 

a. Construction and renovation of buildings and public spaces in a spirit of 
circularity and carbon neutrality  

b. Preservation and transformation of cultural heritage  
c. Adaptation and transformation of buildings for affordable housing solutions  
d. Regeneration of urban or rural spaces. 

  
10. Projects can be at different stages of development; however, applicants should 

demonstrate that the project has achieved a sufficient level of maturity. This means 
that: 

a. an infrastructure element or public space has been identified, 
b. a political commitment to the project idea has been secured,  
c. steps have been taken to involve the citizens, partners, end users and other 

relevant stakeholders in the decision-making process through a 
participatory/co-creation approach, and 

d. the project is not yet finalised at the time of submission of the application. 
 

11. Applications must clearly demonstrate beyond any doubt that the project is 
reflected in the strategic and budgetary plans of the municipality (please see the 
necessary documentation in point 14). 
 

12. Applications need to demonstrate the steps taken to implement an ambitious 
participatory approach, ensuring that citizens, end-users, and main stakeholders 
are involved in the decision-making process in a meaningful manner. Applicants 
should clearly outline the current and future involvement of citizens, stakeholders, 
and partners (social and economic stakeholders) across the different project 
phases (please see the necessary documentation in point 14).  
 

13. The application must include basic information and credits for the project, along 
with the following documentation: 
a. At least six photographs with indications on copyright and the authorisation to 

use them by the European Commission. For projects which cannot be presented 
through photographs, other types of visual representation can be used (graphs, 



drawings, etc.). Additionally, a photograph of the specific infrastructure or 
public space that will be transformed must be included. 

b. A development plan (one-page document) outlining the project’s general 
timeline, highlighting main milestones, deliverables (if applicable), and key steps 
for further development and implementation, demonstrating a commitment to 
further implement the project. 

c. A letter from the political representative of the applying public authority, 
endorsing the project. 

d. Copy of the strategic development plan (territorial agenda or territorial 
development plan, local development plan, development/investment strategy of 
the municipality) where the project is referred. 

e. Copy of the approved annual budget of the municipality where budget has 
been committed to develop/implement at least a part of the project. 

f. Documents demonstrating that citizens, end-users and main stakeholders are 
involved in the decision-making process in a meaningful manner. These 
documents can include: 

 Stakeholder Mapping and/or engagement plan: A schematic map 
showing relevant stakeholders, potential partners, and end-users. A 
plan on how to engage stakeholders in the different phases of the 
project. 

 Decisions or Declarations of Intent: Relevant commitments or 
endorsements by key actors such as local residents, schools, youth 
associations, artists, universities, or business associations. 

 Documentation of the participatory approach: Documentation 
and proof of meetings, discussions, and other proofs of involvement 
of the different stakeholders and community members in deciding 
the purpose, uses, outlook etc of the project and how they are or will 
be involved or contribute to its implementation.   (For example 
invitations to meetings or workshops, participants lists, outreach 
materials (brochures, flyers, online postings), meeting minutes and 
agendas where these activities are planned or discussed, etc.  
 

  



5. AWARD CRITERIA 
The final ranking and selection of the winners shall be confirmed by the Evaluation 
Committee, consisting of Members from the European Commission. This committee 
holds full responsibility for ensuring the proper conduct of the competition and its final 
outcomes. 

The quality assessment of applications will be conducted by external, independent 
experts based on the award criteria outlined below. A maximum of 100 points will be 
awarded for the quality of the application. A minimum score of 50 % is required for each 
criterion. Only the applications meeting this threshold can be included in the list of 
finalists. 

1. Exemplary character in terms of the three core values of the New European 
Bauhaus (40 / 100 points):  

a. Sustainability:  in the environmental sense, for example, reducing the 
environmental impact of human activities, advancing circularity and eco-
design, implementation of nature-based solutions, preventing biodiversity loss, 
and promoting economic activities that encourage preservation, regeneration, 
and lifecycle thinking. Note: Social sustainability and financial sustainability 
(such as project maintenance or funding) are not part of this criterion. 

b. Inclusion: in its various dimensions, ranging from accessibility and affordability 
for all, inclusive governance, and design for all. It includes celebrating diversity, 
promoting intergenerational exchanges, addressing spatial segregation and 
isolation, supporting vulnerable members of community, and increasing 
opportunities for social interaction among everyone. 

c. Aesthetics and quality of experience for people: through design and 
emotional/cultural benefits, for example by connecting to the qualities of a 
place, fostering a sense of belonging through meaningful experiences or 
integrating new enduring cultural and social values. 

2. Exemplary character in terms of the three main working principles of the New 
European Bauhaus (35 / 100 points):  

a. Participatory process:  involvement of communities affected by the project 
in the co-design, decision-making and implementation phase, 
empowerment of local communities.  

b. Multi-level engagement: effective exchange both horizontally – with peers 
– and vertically – with others operating in different scales; to connect 
stakeholders from different levels who share similar purposes. 

c. Transdisciplinary approach:  engagement of practitioners and knowledge 
from different fields as well as drawing on the knowledge of non-academics 
and the public.  



3. Innovative dimension as compared to mainstream practices. (10 / 100 points) 

4. High potential for transferability and replicability (e.g. of the methodology, 
solutions and experiences) to different contexts. (5 / 100 points).  

5. Demonstrated proven steps and commitments to involve citizens, end-users 
and main stakeholders in the decision-making process in a meaningful 
manner.  The project should clearly demonstrate how solutions involving local 
communities address global challenges (5 / 100 points) 

6. Demonstrated feasibility and strong potential for implementation. A clear 
commitment to implementation should be demonstrated, such as through the 
inclusion of the project in an existing budget allocation or its incorporation into a 
strategic development plan, underscoring the applicant's dedication to seeing the 
project through to completion. The development plan should include the scope of 
envisaged results and benefits from implementing the project for both direct and 
indirect beneficiaries. These results and benefits should be specified in relation to 
the objectives of the project. (5/100 points). 

6. SELECTION PROCESS 

The process of selecting the support is organised and scrutinised by an Evaluation 
Committee composed of representatives of the European Commission. The Committee 
will ensure the respect of applicable rules, including in terms of conflict of interest. The 
Committee does not evaluate the applications themselves.  

The selection process will take place in several steps. 

1. Eligibility check (planned for February-March 2025) 

The Evaluation Committee will review all the applications to assess their eligibility 
following the criteria enlisted in point 4. 

2. Quality assessment (planned for March-April 2025) 

External experts selected by the European Commission services will carry out the 
assessment of the applications. To select these experts, the European Commission 
published a ‘Call for Expression of Interest’ seeking experts that demonstrate relevant 
expertise in relation to the New European Bauhaus (balanced diversity of expertise 
around sustainability, inclusion, and aesthetics). The selection process also ensured a 
balanced representation in terms of gender and geography. The experts must not have 
any part in or conflict of interest with applications submitted for the New European 
Bauhaus Boost for Small Municipalities competition.  



The selected experts will evaluate the applications and attribute points based on the 
award criteria mentioned in point 5. Each eligible application will be evaluated by two 
different experts. 

3. Establishment of the list of finalists  

The list of finalists will be established by selecting the 30 highest-scored applications 
submitted for these prizes, provided they meet all eligibility criteria and achieve the 
minimum quality threshold of at least 50% of the points in each award category. 
Additionally, efforts will be made to ensure a balanced representation of geographical and 
socio-economic realities across the EU. 

These rules apply provided that the top-rated application(s) passed all eligibility criteria, 
and gathered minimum quality, understood as at least 50% of points in each category of 
the award criteria. 

Note: efforts will be made to ensure a balanced representation of geographical and 
socio-economic realities across the EU.  
 
4. Jury assessment (June 2025) 

The finalists’ applications, will be assessed by a final jury of experts. These experts will 
be selected to ensure a balanced diversity of expertise around the three dimensions of 
the New European Bauhaus project (sustainability, inclusion and aesthetics) and working 
principles (participatory process, multi-level engagement, transdisciplinary approach), as 
well as expertise in working with small municipalities. A gender and geographical balance 
will be considered too. Members will also certify the absence of any conflict of interest 
with respect to any of the finalist applications. 

The final jury will propose to the Evaluation Committee a list of  20 winners. These 
decisions will be based on the quality of the applications, alongside the following 
complementary criteria: 

i. geographical diversity,  
ii. balance between topics, 
iii. diversity of contexts (rural/urban, socio-economic reality, etc.) 

 

The final jury will operate on a consensus basis. In case of persistent divergence of views, 
decisions can be taken by a simple majority voting rule. 

5. Establishment of the results (planned for July 2025) 

The Evaluation Committee will first check the regularity of the whole process, and the 
proposal of the final jury, and will establish the list of the 20 selected winners. 



The European Commission will award the prizes to the selected winners on the 
recommendations of the Evaluation Committee in an award ceremony in Brussels.  

7. CANCELLATION OF THE PRIZES 
 
The Commission may cancel the contest or decide not to award the prizes without any 
obligation to compensate participants, if: (a) no applications are received; (b) the 
evaluation committee cannot find a winner; c) the winners are not eligible or must be 
excluded. 

8. WITHDRAWAL OF THE PRIZES 
 
The Commission may withdraw the prizes after its award and recover all payments made, 
if it finds out that: (a) false information, fraud or corruption was used to obtain it; (b) a 
winner was not eligible or should have been excluded; (c) a winner is in serious breach 
of its obligations under the above rules of this contest. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ANNEX 2: ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AT A GLANCE 

  
Please note that the table below is designed to help you verifying whether you meet the 
eligibility criteria described in section 4 of this guide. All applicants and applications must 
satisfy all the detailed criteria outlined in this guide.  

Eligibility Criterion Question Yes/No 
Geographical Scope Is the project located in the EU? ✔/ X 
Language Is the application submitted in English? ✔/ X 
Exclusion of double 
funding 

Has the project received a monetary EU prize? ✔/ X 

Eligible applicants  Classified by Eurostat's degree of urbanisation 
(DEGURBA code 2 or 3), meaning they are 
recognised as a town, suburb, or rural area. 

Has a population of less than 20,000 inhabitants 

 

✔/ X 

No same application 
submitted twice 
including for the 
NEB Prizes 2025 

Is the project submitted twice, or under any category 
or strand of the NEB Prizes 2025 competition? 

✔/ X 

Fully completed 
application form 

Are all mandatory fields of the application form duly 
filled in? Is the Privacy Statement that accompanies 
the application form signed by the applicant? 

✔/ X 

Mandatory 
documents 

Does the application contain basic information and 
credits for the work/concept, along with the 
necessary documentation: 

• At least six photographs with copyright and 
authorisation or other types of visual 
representation can be used (graphs, 
drawings, etc.) and one photograph of the 
identified infrastructure/public space  

• A development plan (one-page document)   

✔/ X 

Three core values 
and three working 
principles of the 
New European 
Bauhaus  

Does the application explain how the project 
integrates and promotes the New European 
Bauhaus values and working principles, and how 
they will improve people’s and communities’ life in 
the longer term. 

✔/ X 

Relation to the 
location 

Does the application relate to a concrete 
location/region, have a clear target group, and 
clearly defined objective(s). Does the application 
reflect on how the project contributes to tackling the 
specific challenges that the area of their 
location/region faces? 

✔/ X 



Replicability Can the project be implemented or applied in a 
different locality than the one where it originates 
from? 

✔/ X 

Maturity Does the application fulfil the following requirements 
regarding maturity (progress of implementation) to 
be evidenced by documents attached to the 
application form: 

• an infrastructure element or public space has 
been identified,  

• a political commitment to the project idea has 
been secured, and   

• the citizens, partners, end users and other 
relevant stakeholders have been and will be 
mobilised and involved in the decision-
making process through a participatory/co-
creation approach, and  

• the project is not yet finalised 

✔/ X 

Documentary 
evidence of level of 
maturity 

Does the application include evidence of level of 
maturity, results, progress in implementation, with 
the appropriate documentary evidence attached to 
the application:  

• Copy of the strategic development plan 
(territorial agenda or territorial development 
plan, local development plan where the 
project is referred.  

• Copy of the annual budget of the municipality 
where budget has been committed to develop 
at least a part of the project.  

• A letter from the political representative of the 
applying public authority, endorsing the 
project.   

• Documents demonstrating that steps have 
been taken to involve citizens, end-users and 
main stakeholders in the decision-making 
process in a meaningful manner. 

✔/ X 

 


